The construction of metal-assembled complexes containing a unique polynuclear core has received extensive attention. [1] [2] [3] We are interested in the syntheses of such metal complexes with ONO-tridentate ligands containing hydroxyl groups at both peripheral positions of the ligand framework. 4, 5 These tridentate ligands are superior to form tetranuclear complexes with a defective double-cubane metal core. While attempting to prepare other tetranuclear complexes with N-(2-hydroxymethylp henyl)salicylideneimine (H2L1-H) or its analogs, we obtained single crystals of the bis-m-alkoxo dinuclear manganese(III) complex, [Mn(L1-Bz)(na)]2, (1). Here, we report on the synthesis and crystal structure of 1.
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The Schiff-base ligand H2L1-Bz was obtained by an improved method in accordance with a literature method. 6 A methanol solution (10 ml) of o-aminobenzylalcohol (2.463 g, 20.00 mmol) was added to a solution of o-hydroxynaphthaldehyde (3.447 g, 20.02 mmol) in methanol (10 ml), and the mixture was stirred for 30 min. The yellow precipitates were collected and washed with hexane. The crude product was recrystallized in hot methanol. H2L1-Bz (Yield: 4.998 g, 90.1%). C18H15NO2 Ka radiation at 298 K. The structure was solved by direct methods (SIR92) and expanded using Fourier techniques. The non-hydrogen atoms were refined anisotropically. All hydrogen atoms were located on the calculated positions, and refined using the riding model. The final cycle of a full-matrix leastsquares refinement on F 2 using SHELXL-97 was based on observed reflections and variable parameters, and converged with unweighted and weighted agreement factors of R and Rw. 7 Details of the X-ray structure determination are listed in Table  1 .
An ORTEP drawing of complex 1 is shown in Fig. 2 , and the selected bond lengths and angles are listed in Table 2 . The complex has a binuclear structure with a crystallographic inversion center.
The Mn(III) ion is in an octahedral environment with O2N donors of tridentate (L1-Bz) 2-, a mhydoroxo donor, and O2 donors of the deprotonated ohydroxynaphthaldehyde (na) -, which might be obtained by the hydrolysis of H2L1-Bz. In most bis-m-alkoxo dimanganese(III) complexes with tridentate ligands, two sets of tridentate ligands and manganese ions are in the same plane, and the Jahn-Teller axis of manganese(III) is vertical to the plane. 8, 9 In this complex, a Jahn-Teller distortion is observed at the O( Bz) 2-. Moreover, the ligand framework is twisted along with the C(7)-N(1) direction to give a 67.0(1)˚ dihedral angle between the naphtyl and phenyl groups. In our previous unpublished results, the crystal packing of complexes with (L1-Bz) 2-is stabilized by p-p stacking interactions.
However, there is no effective intra-and intermolecular interaction in the present complex (Fig. 3) . 
